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“Learned many things about education, about 
universities and enrolment, which subjects should 

I choose, what should I do to get to my goals”

Samina, Show Me The Way Graduate 
from Show Me The Way – Parramatta program
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We would like to acknowledge the traditional custodians of 
the lands on which we gather, and pay our respects to Elders 

past, present, and emerging. We acknowledge the ongoing living 
culture of all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people.



OUR VISION
Our vision is to support disadvantaged youth in
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities 
and those from refugee backgrounds to thrive by 
championing education and celebrating culture. 

OUR APPROACH
THE ISSUE
The apparent retention rate from Year 10 to  
Year 12 for Aboriginal and Torres Strait  
Islander students decreased by 4.1 percentage 
points, from 60.5% in 2021 to 56.4% in 2022 
-ACARA Australian Curriculum, Assessment and 
Reporting Authority

STUDENT OUTCOMES
• Critical thinking
• Creative thinking
• Pathways to success
• Strengthen knowledge
• Establish/develop interpersonal relationships
•	Increase	self	confidence
• Take responsibility for own learning

COMMUNITY OUTCOMES
• Promote intercultural understanding
• Create inclusive societies
• Celebrate the achievements of Australians from   
  diverse cultural backgrounds
• Reduce stigma
• Build capacity for employment
• Better economic, social and wellbeing outcomes 
  for disadvantaged youth

OUR APPROACH 
Mini documentary:
• Research
• Project manage
• Execute
• Celebrate culture
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Over 70 schools across 
Australia have participated 
in our film workshops and  

mentoring programs.

We’ve supported  
students to make 100 

documentary films which 
are now held in public 

libraries across Australia 
including the National 

Library of Australia and 
state libraries.

70

100

72%
There was a 72% increase 

in school retention of 
Indigenous school-based 

trainees at Westpac Group 
after we commenced our 

national program.

OUR IMPACT



A NOTE FROM THE CHAIR
“The ones who are crazy enough to think that they can change the world, are the ones who do”. (Steve Jobs)

Show Me The Way has a strong legacy of giving a voice to those who have a story to tell, stories that
connect	with	the	human	spirit,	stories	that	challenge,	inspire	and	stir	us	to	take	action.	As	we	reflect	on	the	
last 12 months, the Show Me The Way team acknowledge the challenges and opportunities that allow us to 
continue playing our part in changing the world.

The journey out of Covid has certainly created many challenges impacting our programs but we have used 
this	time	to	reflect,	consolidate	and	plan	for	the	future.	I	make	special	mention	of	the	SMTW	Board	for	their	
commitment and to CEO Chris Maguire for his resilience and tireless energy in supporting us to navigate 
through the next exciting chapter.

Thank you also to our strategic, philanthropic and corporate partners for your ongoing support that continue 
to enable SMTW to make a difference. This is very much a shared journey and we greatly appreciate and value 
the collaborative partnerships that breathe life into the SMTW story and impact.

We approach 2024 with great enthusiasm and excitement and look forward to sharing some updates 
regarding the SMTW Board membership and strategic direction as together we continue to play our part in 
changing the world!

Brendan Littlechild
Show Me The Way Chair
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A NOTE FROM THE CEO
This	past	year	has	been	a	time	of	both	reflection	and	a	time	to	connect	with	new	partners	and	start	our	
programs.	The	schools	we	work	with	have	had	a	period	of	consolidation	after	the	difficulties	of	COVID	19.

Our research and outcomes data continues to be an important focus for everything we do. Mental wellness 
continues	to	be	a	major	part	of	much	of	our	work	after	our	success	with	the	Derby	program	in	WA	in	2019.

The documentary series, “Tell Me Our Story”, has been a slow burn and we will provide more information about 
this in time to come.

This year also saw the team producing a highly successful corporate orientation video -Acknowledgement of 
Country for South Eastern Sydney Local Health District (SESLHD). This resource is being utilised in training 
non-Indigenous staff across SESLHD’s nine hospitals.

I	cannot	finish	without	acknowledging	Brendan	Littlechild	for	his	inspiring	stewardship	and	generous	support	
in everything that we do. I would also like to thank our highly talented and diverse board for all their help in 
continuing to make SMTW an enduring success story.

Chris Maguire
Show	Me	The	Way	Chief	Executive	Officer
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OUR NEW SUPPORTERS
Thomas Brideson
Kamilaroi/Gomeroi man. A mental health and suicide prevention advocate with 
multiple leadership duties with the following organisations.

• Suicide Prevention Australia
• Flourish Australia 
• SANE Australia
• The MHS Learning Network
• Mental Health Commission of NSW

Arthur Konstad 
Arthur is the Founder and Principal Researcher at Human Intel with  
over 25-years’ experience as a researcher and strategist across a diverse range 
of business environments, including Criminal Intelligence, Advertising, Marketing, 
Utilities, Construction, Sport and Government.  His ability to connect to a diverse 
range	of	people	and	extract	insight	through	a	free	flowing,	laid-back	conversational	
style	has	influenced	his	love	of	qualitative	research,	coupled	with	a	strong	
appreciation of data and the vital role it plays if used in the right way allows the 

Show Me The Way provides an opportunity to transcend the lives of young people. Storytelling is generational 
across Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples’ and is a powerful format to provide a broader 
understanding, through films and media. 

However, the process goes much further and much deeper by having stories illuminated for the world to see 
value and positivity showcasing the entire community they work in. It provides young people with life skills 
through practical application. It provides ownership of real-life scenarios for young people to work through, to 
determine the way it will proceed, to problem solve as the process emerges and to celebrate the work with the 
whole community. It creates individual and collective capacity, critical thinking, and skills development. These are 
all skills to apply to their lives and their futures and through a supportive environment with multiple stakeholders 
in a culturally determined way.

Thomas Brideson 

execution of a well-rounded research methodology that drives evaluation, strategy and insights. 

I feel honoured to be able to play my little part in this wonderful program – a celebration and exploration of local 
heroes, diving into culture in creative ways and documented on film. What an innovative way to engage students 
and share their stories. 
 
Quite simply, its outstanding and the potential long-term benefit to students is limitless, changing the way they 
see their surrounding world, thinking outside the box and delving deep into subject matter that celebrates life and 
brings to the fore human connection, which in this digital age can be lacking sometimes. This program embraces 
the human spirit, I can’t speak highly enough of the program and the SMTW team!
 
 

Arthur Konstad



OUR JOURNEY IN 2023
2023 saw a time of consolidation and thinking outside 
the	box	to	navigate	and	find	new	opportunities.	
Much time was spent discussing our programs and 
their	influence	for	our	participants	across	education,	
community and government.

Produced an 
Acknowledgment 

of Country resource 
video for South Eastern 

Sydney Local 
Health DistrictDeveloping 

our research 
methodology and data 
collection to measure 
student engagement 
and outcomes in our 

programs

Nurturing new 
partnerships and creating 
relationships with critical 

friends and volunteers

Reflecting	on	and	further	
developing our school 
programs to enhance 

their impact across all our 
programs 



OUR PARTNERS
Our work is made possible through the support of invaluable partners throughout our 
business

Operating 
PartnersOperating 

Partners

Operating 
Partners
Community 

consultants / 
Program 

collaborators

Co-curricular 
Partners

Sharing our 
Stories
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III. SPECIAL PURPOSE  FINANCIAL   
 STATEMENTS (ANNUAL REPORT)
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Income and Expenditure Statement
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Assets and Liabilities Statement

10Show Me The Way Incorporated Association INC 9885881
Charitable Fundraising Authority CFN/20362



Statement of Cash Flows

Show Me The Way Incorporated Association INC 9885881
Charitable Fundraising Authority CFN/20362

 11



Notes to the Financial Statements
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Committee’s Report
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